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RUSSIAN HELICOPTER EXHIBITIONMAJOR EVENT

international helicopter in-
dustry exhibition helirussia

2010 crocus expo interna-
tional exhibition center,
pavilion no.1, hall no.4,

moscow, may 20-22, 2010.
for the third consecutive year
a comfortable pavilion of the

iec “crocus expo” will host the
international helicopter indus-
try exhibitionhelirussia 2010.

this is the only international
exhibition in russia where

companies from russia and
other countries present

world’s achievements in every
helicopter industry segment,

from design and manufacture
to operation. 

the exhibition is held in ac-
cordance with the russian

government direction and al-
lows demonstrating defense-

related products.

Helicopter industry development is
one of the top-priority tasks for the Rus-
sian Government at the moment. De-
mand for helicopters in Russia is obvious.
Russia is lagging behind other advanced
countries in the amount of civil helico-
pters per head. For example, while in ca-
nada there are 56 helicopters per one
million citizens, in Russia there are only
14. the amount of civil helicopters in Rus-
sia totals 2 000, which doesn’t satisfy the
country’s needs.

Helicopter industry in Russia is in pro-
gressive advance. Demand for Russian
helicopters is high both in Russia and ab-
road. now they are being operated in
more than 70 countries of the world and
Russian helicopter manufacturers have
sold out their product line for 2010 and
about 50% for 2011. Despite all this, such
world key helicopter players as euroco-
pter, AgustaWestland and Bell Helicopter
are expanding their presence in the Rus-
sian market. 

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010
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First stage of work of these compa-
nies in Russia is regarded as rather su-
ccessful. For example, in 2009 eurocopter
delivered to Russia 15 machines and cur-
rently it has a fleet of 66 helicopters in ser-
vice operating all over Russia.
AgustaWestland is carrying out a co-pro-
ject to establish a final assembly line of
AW139 civil helicopters in Russia, the
contract for which was signed at HeliRus-
sia 2008. Bell Helicopter sold over 40 he-
licopters to Russia in 2007-2008.

It goes without saying that operation
of foreign manufacture helicopters invol-
ves demand for spare parts and service.
Development of ground infrastructure
also requires a wider range of solutions.

helirussia-2009 – second
time in russia 

on May 21-23, 2009 the crocus expo
International exhibition centre (Moscow,
Russia) hosted the second International
Helicopter Industry exhibition HeliRussia-
2009 organised at direction no. 8-р of the
Russian Government of January 14, 2008.
the exhibition was organised by the Mi-
nistry of Industry and trade of the Russian
Federation under the initiative of the He-

licopter Industry Association. the planner
of the exhibition is cJsc Russian Helico-
pter systems. the steering committee
was chaired by Deputy Minister of In-
dustry and trade Denis Manturov. euro-
copter Vostok acted as the general
sponsor of the exhibition.

144 companies from 16 countries par-
ticipated in the second International He-
licopter Industry exhibition
HeliRussia-2009. these included: Russia,

Ukraine, Belarus, Latvia, UsA, UK, France,
sweden, switzerland, Italy, Germany, co-
lumbia, Japan, Poland, new Zealand and
oAe. For comparison, the participants of
the first exhibition were represented by
129 companies from 10 countries, inclu-
ding 22 foreign companies.

the list of participants of HeliRussia
2009 comprised developers and manu-
facturers of helicopters, helicopter si-
mulators, components, cabins and
special helicopter equipment. the
companies providing ground support,
radar control and helipads develop-
ment, service centres and fuel stations
also had a chance to demonstrate their
products. the list of participants also
includes transportation, leasing and in-

surance companies as well as helico-
pter dealers.

13 helicopters were demonstrated at
the exhibition. those included: Ka–52 Al-
ligator, Ka–226, Ansat, Mi–171, Mi–2, ec
145, As 350, BK 117c, colibri ec 120B and
R 44 (4 items).

the participants, organizers and gu-
ests of the exhibition received letters of
congratulations and telegrams from
President Medvedev and Vladislav Pu-

tilin, the First Deputy chairman of the
Military and Industrial commission
under the Government of the Russian
Federation.

the following officials took part in the
formal exhibition opening ceremony at
12 pm on May 21, 2009 in Pavilion no 1 of
the crocus expo exhibition centre:

•Mr. Leonid Reyman, Advisor to the
President of the Russian Federation, 

•Mr. Denis Manturov, Deputy Minister
of Industry and trade of the Russian Fe-
deration, 

•Mr. Vladimir Popovkin, Deputy chief
of Armaments of the Armed Forces of the
Russian Federation, Deputy Minister of
Defence of the Russian Federation, 

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010
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•Mr. Andrey Reus, ceo of oPK obo-
ronprom,

•Mr. Mikhail Kazachkov, chairman of
the Board of the Helicopter Industry As-
sociation, 

•And other officials.
Advisor to the President Leonid Rey-

man declared that thanks to the govern-
mental support the Russian helicopter
industry has very good development pro-
spects and this exhibition will also contri-
bute to its growth.

Mr. Reyman read out the message of
Russian President Dmitry Medvedev ad-
dressed to the guests and participants of
the exhibition. It was stated in the docu-
ment that “the Russian helicopter industry
has big scientific and technical potential
and traditions”. “such exposition will fo-
ster the exchange of technologies and
strengthen international cooperation in
the helicopter industry”, says the message
of the Russian President. It also states that
“the growing number of the exhibition
participants and guests testifies to the
good perspectives of this show space”.

In his turn, Deputy Minister of Industry
and trade of the Russian Federation Denis
Manturov who was present at the cere-
mony noted that “Russia had always taken

pride in its helicopter industry”. “the sci-
entific and technical potential that we ma-
naged to preserve and the transformation
that is happening in the industry now
create the basis for coming back to the
tasks the domestic helicopter industry has
always faced”, - he said.

Mr. Manturov added that the Ministry
of Industry and trade together with the
helicopter industry representatives con-
sider mutual projects related to the deve-

lopment of a new line of Russian
helicopters.

over a hundred of Russian companies
(both members of oJsc Helicopters of
Russia and independent manufacturers
and operators from the regions) presen-
ted a large scope of expositions. samples
of military products were also demonstra-
ted at the exhibition showing the spec-
trum of national achievements in this
field. the most striking example of de-
fence products was the military helico-
pter Ка–52 Alligator, which was exhibited
before the public outside of crocus expo
Pavilion no.1.

the helicopter holding company
oJsc Helicopters of Russia was in the

centre of the Russian exposition. It pre-
sented its developments in cooperation
with the Ural optical Mechanics Plant
named after Yalamov and cJsc transas.
the exhibition stand of oJsc Helicopters
of Russia ran non stop presentations of
Russian helicopters, which gathered big
audiences.

over 30 foreign helicopter compa-
nies took part in HeliRussia 2009. the list
included such leaders of the world heli-

copter market as eurocopter, Bell Heli-
copter, MD Helicopters, turbomeca,
Becker Avionics, Pall corporation, Bre-
eze-eastern, Honeywell Aerospace, Ka-
matics, simplex Manufacturing, semia
and others.

the exhibition was visited by the re-
presentatives of InteRnAtIonAL HeLI-
coPteR sAFetY teAM, and its Program
Director Mark Liptak made a presentation
at one of the conferences. the Helicopter
Association International (HAI) has be-
come a traditional participant of HeliRus-
sia. this year its delegation not only
organised an exhibition stand but also
participated in the international confe-
rence Helicopter Market: Reality and Per-
spectives. 
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(Vice-President edward Dicampli), re-
port on the Russian helicopter market
(chairman of the Helicopter Industry
Association Board Mikhail Kazachkov),
report on the development prospects
of the biggest Russian helicopter ope-
rators Aviation company UtAir. the
conference was held on the first day of
the exhibition and caused a broad reso-
nance among the Russian helicopter
market participants.

there is a big number of Russian heli-
copters being operated in the world and
therefore the helicopter holding oJsc
Helicopters of Russia held a conference
safety of the Russian Helicopters, which
was interesting both for Russian and fo-
reign operators.

Reduction of costs, optimization of
business processes and work perfor-

mance improvement seem to be the
most vital tasks for manufacturers of he-
licopters and components as of today.
one of the most powerful and effective
instruments for solving these tasks is the
world-wide acknowledged methodology
of lean production (Lean Production,
Lean, Kaizen, toyota Production system).
Almost all the world industry leaders –
Boeing, sikorsky Aircraft corporation, Bell
Helicopter textron and others – build
their production systems on the basis of
Lean Production. As part of the business
agenda of HeliRussia 2009, centre org-
prom conducted a presentation seminar
Lean Helicopter Manufacturing: Leaders-
hip Potential, where it explained the phi-
losophy and methodology of Lean
Production using the examples of foreign
and Russian companies and presented in-
struments that help to achieve quick and
effective results.

Ambassadors and military attachés of
Bangladesh, Bolivia, egypt, Korea, thai-
land, Peru, Libya, India, Indonesia, Ger-
many, Israel, canada and other countries
expressed their interest in the exhibition.

A big business programme was part
of the exhibition. one of the key events
was International conference Helico-
pter Market: Reality and Perspectives,
organized by Helicopter Industry Asso-
ciation with the support of AviaPort
Agency. the conference touched upon
the parameters of the Russian helico-
pter market from the point of view of
consumers and helicopter producers.
the presentations included: report on
the forecast of the world helicopter
market by Honeywell Aerospaсe (Mar-
ket Analysis Director charles Park), re-
port on the American helicopter market
by Helicopter Association International

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010



thus contributing to the development of
international cooperation in helicopter
industry across the world. It gives the per-
fect opportunity to meet industry leaders,
company ceos and discuss cooperation
matters.

In his welcoming letter to the guests
and participants of HeliRussia 2009 the
President of the Russian Federation
Dmitry Medvedev said, ‘such expositions
help exchange advanced ideas and latest
technologies, boost international coope-
ration…Russia is a unique and perspec-
tive platform for trade and economic
development in this area.’

We are confident that it will be even
more interesting and diversified.

We look forward to welcoming you at
the HeliRussia 2010!

the Federal security service Aviation
nikolay Gavrilov – came to see the exposi-
tion in an Ansat helicopter that landed close
to the entrance of the exhibition pavilion.

Already now one can come to a heli-
copter exhibition in a helicopter and for
that one does not need to own a helico-
pter or use the company one – one can
use the helicopter taxi services. 

the international helicopter industry
exhibition is an integral part of the gro-
wing market where a manufacturer can
showcase their product and a consumer
can view it with their own eyes, place an
order or make a purchase.

HeliRussia not only gives a chance to
show the achievements of Russian in-
dustry but also attracts the best compa-
nies of the world to the Russian market,

seminar named Program and Project
Management: Industry, objectives, Im-
plementation Methods organized by РМ
expert was dedicated to the optimization
of corporate management methods.

It was allowed to demonstrate mili-
tary products at the exhibition; and for
this target group the Military Academy of
the central command of Armed Forces
and the Military and scientific committee
of the Military Aviation Forces conducted
the round table “Development of the
state Helicopter Aviation: Problems and
their solutions”.

the third day of the exhibition was to-
tally dedicated to the presentations of the
educational institutions. seven training
institutions, including the Moscow Avia-
tion Institute and the Helicopter Design
Department, held presentations and MAI
presented the developments of its design
office at the exhibition stand.

the newspaper showobserver Heli-
Russia 2009 was published during the
exhibition.

over three days the exhibition was vi-
sited by more than 7 thousand people, in-
cluding prominent political leaders and
public officials of the Russian Federation
and other countries, representatives of fo-
reign military departments, businessmen
and helicopter amateurs. the exhibition
was visited by a big number of families
with children who enjoyed exploring the
helicopter cabins of different producers.

It should be noted that one of the ho-
noured guests of the exhibition – Head of

7www.helicopter.su
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KA-32A11BC PRESENTATION

Ka-32
А BREAKT HROUGH 

IN EUROPE

the way to become a star… 
Far away in 1981, when the experi-

ment of using the helicopters Ka-32, Mi-8
and Mi-6 for timber removal was carried
out, the results proved to be a nice sur-
prise for many experts: a heavy-medium
of “Ka” brand went almost head-to-head
with the heavy-weight Mi-6. this was not
the case of surprise of the Ka-32 engi-
neers: they knew what they had created.

this fall the helicopter community of russia enjoyed a remar-
kable event: the russian helicopter ka-32А11ВС, our only rotary-
wing certified by tough american regulations far29, cleared
another height. now it owns the type certificate of the european
agency of security in aviation (easa) meaning “green light” in
europe. the competition on the world market of civil helicopters
being extremely powerful, such recognition inspires nothing but
respect and admiration…
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the 32nd was designed with the stake
placed on the maximal usage of the
coaxial idea – small hull and high ma-
noeuvrability. And they produced a real
“flying crane”. Moderate dimensions, ab-
sence of tail rotor and amazing manoeu-
vrability in the vicinity of buildings and
various obstacles made it indispensable
not only in moving timber, but in build-
ing and construction works. 

Further on, during many tests the hel-
icopter implacably kept proving its right
for existence, and finally its official certifi-
cation became the issue. to increase the
demand for the “product”, the designers
decided to upgrade it making modern
flight security requirements and opera-
tion costs the corner-stone idea. the re-
sult of the designer and development
works was the improved Ka-32A machine
which appeared in 1990. 

the new rotary-wing was equipped
with the state-of-the-art navigation and
avionics units and a good locator that en-
hanced reliability of performance at day
and night time, in adverse weather and
even in possible icing. But one of the un-
doubtful bargaining chips turned out to
be the option of pilotage only by one ro-
torhead, for all operators have been fa-
mous for their cost calculation abilities… 

no wonder that pretty soon the suc-
cess of Ka-32A awoke interest of the for-
eign customers. However, in order the
western companies could freely pur-
chase the Russian machinery, the
mandatory certification of Federal Avia-
tion Regulations (FAR) or Joint Aviation
Requirement (JAR) of europe was neces-
sary. this became possible after the Avi-
ation Registry of the Interstate Aviation
committee (IAc) commenced the air-
worthiness codes of the U.s.A and Russia
recognition procedure. 

For almost three years in tough eco-
nomic conditions the members of the
development design office exerted
mountain of efforts to implement the
issue. Finally, in May 1998 the company
had big amount of certification and
testing works of the helicopter and en-
gine (ТВЗ-117ВМА) successfully com-
pleted. the labors were not vain, and
that year transport canada obtained
the type certificate for the modification
of the Ka-32А11ВС machine to be oper-
ated by the VIHLogging company, and
the aviation authorities of switzerland
certified Ka-32А12 to be operated by
Heliswiss. 

Ka-32А11ВС specifications

takeoff weight, max., kg                                                      11,000
full load (standard specs.), kg                                                4,200
external load, kg                                                                      5000
full with external load, kg                                                      12700
engine                                                ТВ3-117 ВМА  "motor sich" 
output

- takeoff, h.p. (kW)                                        2х2200 (2х1619)
- cruising power, h.p. (kW)                              2х1700 (2х1251)
- 1 eng. 2,5 min., h.p. (kW)                                     2400 (1766)
- 1 eng. 30 min., h.p. (kW)                              2200 (1619)

flight data:
operating ceiling, m                                                                 5000
operating ceiling, 1 eng.: 

- iUai, m                                                                                   2000
- iUai, +20 °c, m                                                                        500

hover ceiling with ground effect: 
- iUai, m                                                                                    4300

hover ceiling w/o ground effect: 
- iUai, m                                                                                    3700 
- iUai, +20 °c, m                                                                       2600

ascensional rate, max., m/s                                                         15,0
speed, cruise h=0, km/h                                                               230 
speed, max. (vne), km/h                                                             260
flying range with standard fuel, km                                             670
flying range with fuel in add. tanks, km                                       920
flight duration with standard fuel, w/o reserve, h             4,4



of course, such approach went not
without keen attention. this is under-
stood in canada, especially in the VIH
Logging company, with their helicop-
ters mainly engaged in timber logging
– one of the most complicated type of
operation for a rotary-winged aircraft.
VIH Logging Ltd., the branch of VIH Avi-
ation Group, is the second largest oper-
ator in the country having 49-year
experience of helicopter operation. In-
dicative is the fact that these are our Ka-
32А11ВС helicopters that have been
operated by the company for 11 years
already. It could not have been other-
wise, for during this period the Russian
machines haven’t had a single inflight
accident or emergency landing. 

Moreover, since 2002 the experts of
Kamov company provide helicopter serv-
ice maintenance for the sake of continu-
ous airworthiness and compliance with
the flight security regulations. our heli-
copter is highly appreciated by the com-
pany itself with the emphasis that
Ka-32A11Bc has proved its ability for
highest security levels and extended op-
eration to perform unconventional tasks. 

It has also been noted that the overall
design of the helicopter was more secure
than that of any helicopter type with the
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in the den of competitors
It was as far as in 1992 when the He-

liswiss owner Joe Reedy proposed Kamov
company to make use of the Russian heli-
copters in moving timber and at other
works. this was mainly due to the fact that,
pressured by the green, the laws were
passed in a few countries forbidding usage
of tracked vehicles in timber logging, and
forest operators willy-nilly had to remove
timber by air. to do this, for example in eu-
rope the helicopters of the european con-
sortium eurocopter were used. It turned
out, however, that even the latest model
of eurocopter – As 332 super Puma –
yields Kamov’s machine the majority of
points, to say nothing of the price. Astute
Reedy had backed the right horse, and
Kamov’s team, in the toughest competi-
tion, managed to be both feasible with
buyers, and demonstrated unrivalled skills
of experienced negotiators, too. 

When the swiss first got Ka-32 its op-
eration costs per hour were about $2000.
thanks to maintenance benchmarking
this amount lowered down to $800! the
developers kept moving in this direction
and managed to extend the overhaul pe-
riod of gear assembly from 500 to 2000
hours, and even more extention to 3000
hours was scheduled. 

tail rotor for rudder control, for absence
of tail rotor leads to increased stability
and manoeuvrability. so, it is no wonder
that here it successfully competes with
such brands as sikorsky and Bell. 

the sky is the limit 
the Kamov team, however, is not

about to bask in the sun. to maintain
their leading positions they keep improv-
ing the Ka-32А model. 

the program will be worked out in
three main directions: increase of airtlift
capability, altitude performance and en-
gagement of various equipment options. 

to enhance airlift capability of the hel-
icopter new main rotor blades are
planned to be used that passed the tests
and confirmed their specifications. 

In the future it is planned to replace
the ТВ3-117 engines for those of in-
creased capacity – ВК-2500, which would
increase the airlift capability of the ma-
chine up to seven tons. 

the helimen say that in that case the
machine would have no rivals. see it
yourself: a crop tree of fine wood weighs
about 5-7 tons, so its removal without
severing will yield boards of the length up
to 8 m, and those are twofold more ex-
pensive than those of 6 m. 

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010



the increase of altitude performance
will be implemented as on account of the
engine replacement, so that of the cur-
rently used auxiliary power unit (APU) for
more advanced APU ТА-14. 

All this would enable the helicopter to
rocket up to the height of more than 4000
m. the developers also cared to increase
flying range of the machine, especially
with the external load sling system. 

For this, two additional fuel tanks will
be installed on a special frame on the hel-
icopter (500 l each) which would increase
the flying range from 800 to 1000 km, and
the duration of up to 4,5 hours. By the
way, one such helicopter is already built
for an Irish company. 

And the last but not least: today
Kamov Jsc negotiates a new variant with
the potential customers – a helicopter air-
liner Ka-32-11 with the same engine unit,
main rotor, main gear and other power-
plants as on Ка-32А11ВС but with the
modified hull. 

such machine is intended to carry 20
passengers, it well be equipped with the
Wc and luggage compartment. Besides,
all the inboard furnishings will be com-
pletely different. 

Altogether, the future of this unique
helicopter appears to be quite successful.
today, apart from canada and europe, this
helicopter has been certified and oper-
ated in several more countries accepting
the FAR 29 regulations – in taiwan, Mex-
ico, south Korea, china, Japan, Indonesia
and chile. And the developers still make
(not ungrounded) plans of conquering
the world!

11www.helicopter.su
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renowned resource limitations; they are
also cheaper in operation.  

the best known example of such
modernization of Russian aircrafts is a
thorough refitting of Mi-8 helicopters
with participation of the British Bristow
Helicopters. Providing offshore trans-
portation services, Bristow Helicopters
first began its cooperation with the Mil
Design office in 2000 when it started a
joint venture with an operator company
in Kazakhstan that used Mi-8 developed
by the Mil Design office together with
Russian crews when constructing a
pipeline leading to the Black sea. the par-
ticipation in this project and the Mi-8 op-
erating experience inspired Bristow for
expansion of business contacts in 2003 –
this time in sakhalin. the Russian helicop-
ter fleet that was deployed there included
five Mi-8MtVs, two Mi-8Тs and three
Dash-8airplanes, performing flights be-

tween sakhalin and Korea and the conti-
nental part of Russia. the latter were
leased to a local airline for servicing an oil
and gas project on the island with partic-
ipation of a joint venture created to-
gether with the exxon Mobil oil company.

to begin with, the cabins were
equipped with seats with high backs and
restraint harness as a safety improve-
ment measure. then Bristow Helicopters
installed an on-board unified HUMs sys-
tem, which now has become obligatory
for the airplanes and helicopters used by
the employees of shell and other big
companies. the selected system has two
components: a vibration control system
that was developed by the central Insti-
tution of Aircraft Motor Industry (cIAMI
named after P.I. Baranov) in Moscow and
a trail control and rotary wing balance
system RotAB developed by the Meggitt
Avionics company. In Russia HUMs is

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010

refitting russian
helicoptersthe helirussia exhibition should become a 

meeting point for the western consumer and 
refitted russian helicopters

some time ago certification and
maintenance of Russian helicopters was
a big problem for european operators.
But then, little by little Russian helicop-
ters started to obtain certificates in differ-
ent countries. 

However, the general problem of
western operators continues to be the
imperfection of the on-board equipment
and security facilities of home-produced
machines as well as the unbiased differ-
ences in the standards of certain types of
equipment. Accordingly, very soon the
refitting of Russian helicopters became
problem number one for those compa-
nies that were impressed by our ma-
chines but were not happy about the
level of navigation, safety and comfort.

Apart from their solid, reliable and
simple structure Russian helicopters re-
main notably cheaper than their western
counterparts, even despite their



called an on-board control and diagnos-
tics system (oBcDs). For the first time
this device was installed at the Mi-8/17
type helicopters.

What impressed the management of
Bristow Helicopters in Mi-8 was its trou-
ble-free operation in extreme tempera-
ture conditions. the temperature may
drop down to –40° c in sakhalin and rise
up to +40° c in the caspian sea area. After
having a positive experience in sakhalin
with such an impressive scope of work
the company decided that this helicopter
should be used for socially useful pur-
poses including search and rescue oper-
ations, patients’ transportation and
collaboration with Un. 

Another good example of equipment
customization is the employment of he-
libuckets produced by simplex Manufac-
turing compatible with Ка-32. the
employees of the spanish company He-
lisureste were impressed by the Ка-32
helicopters during summer fires in eu-
rope in 2005. Back the, the Kamov heli-
copters went through serious trials. Ка-32
brilliantly performed their tasks in the hot
atmosphere and at high altitude, they did
not create any problems for the pilots at
the constantly changing side wind and
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could simultaneously drop 4.5 tons of fire
retardant. now Helisureste works directly
with the Kamov experimental Design of-
fice in order to develop an even bigger
capacity to compete with Mi-26. 

At the second International Helicop-
ter Industry exhibition HeliRussia that
took place in May last year in Moscow,
there were represented a few western
companies producing on-board helicop-
ter equipment whose expositions were
directly addressed at the Russian produc-
ers and specialized on-board equipment
designers. Among them there were fol-
lowing companies: German euroAvionics,
the leading producer of digital maps and
helicopter flight managements systems;
Pall Aerospace, the leading developer
and producer of safety filters for all air-
craft systems from hydraulics to the cabin
air; the most experienced producer and
developer of passive security tools in the
world, the Martin-Baker company; and
the French semia, a company that spe-
cializes in monitoring devices for helicop-
ter rotating components. 

Apparently, the perspectives of this
topic development are related to mutual
developments. However the western oper-
ators admit that the exploitation of Russian

machines is still related to many problems
which need to be resolved. one can hardly
find more than ten non-Russian companies
that could boast of a more than five year
operating experience with these rotary-
winged aircrafts. However, the number of
such companies will grow every year.

the new european helicopter industry
exhibition site located in Russia – HeliRus-
sia – should make the life and work of such
companies much easier. the third He-
liRussia 2010 exposition that will take
place in Moscow in May this year will pro-
vide the professional exhibition partici-
pants with an opportunity to discuss and
find solutions of similar problems within
the business agenda, considering the suc-
cessful experience of the last forum. the
problem concerns not only the western
consumer but it also becomes more and
more vital for the internal Russian market.
Here the leading world aviation equip-
ment producers begin to see the perspec-
tives for distribution development and
cooperation. certification and operation of
Russian aircrafts in the western countries
and familiarization with the successful ex-
perience of its refitting can become one of
the important topics for the coming heli-
copter industry exhibition in Russia.   

LOCAL MARKET
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It is widely known that Russian inven-
tors made a great contribution in the hel-
icopter industry. Besides famous
constructers - Igor sikorsky, Mikhail Mil,
nikolay Kamov and Frank Piasecki, parents
of whom were Russian immigrants – there
are thousands of Russian engineers who
took part in the helicopter designing.

However, many people think that the
reason of that fact is not in helicopters

themselves. spirit of Invention is used to
be an important part of “mysterious Russ-
ian soul”. Aero 2010 participant Vasily
Uvarov from Jsc PP Flag-Man and his
“Paraportator” proves it.

Paramotor is the system of paraglid-
ing canopy and engine with a propeller
located on pilot’s back. Many people
might have seen pilots of such devices at
different air shows.  construction of

spirit of invention

helicopter industry magazine/ special edition, 2010

AIR SPORTS

paramotor is well known and has a vari-
ety of modifications. But in spite of the
fact that paramotor is one of the most
compact and easy flying devices such a
machinery is quite heavy and needs a
complicated assembly. 

that’s why a fan of extreme sports,
aviator-inventor from Moscow Vasily
Uvarov decided to develop and construct
the most compact paramotor in the
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foldable frame design
the unique frame design allows the paramotor to be folded
forming a compact and strong container structure. this
75*42*34 cm provides protection to all sensitive parts of
the engine that is usually sufficient for common transporta-
tion means.
convertible harness
When the paramotor frame is folded for transportation the
harness is wrapped and zipped around the frame in such a
way that all its important elements - straps and buckles get
inside the package and well protected.
Delta-shaped attachment system
an innovative low hang point attachment system allows to
adjust the motor inclination in flight and has lower total
weight and better pitch stability than pap-style straight bars.
harness bars folding backward
the original construction of the harness suspension system
allows the harness bars to rotate 180 degree and pack into
the frame for transportation without detaching any harness
elements and using any locks.
compact and fast to assemble cage
Due to patented fast locks assembly and disassembly of the
protection cage are fast and error-free. the cage is strong
and rigid enough when mounted while its elements are ex-
tremely compact when disassembled. 
ergonomic one-finger throttle
the one-finger operated throttle makes easier handling dur-
ing take-off and gives more control and comfort in flight.

world, which would have needed mini-
mal pre-start preparation. “not more diffi-
cult that to arrange a folding bike!”

convenient and fancy bag weights
approximately 20 kilograms and holds
practically the whole “aircraft” – frame, en-
gine and fuel tank. only light wooden
propeller and “the wing” (which is the
common name of paraglide itself ) stay
out the bag.
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* -UUaz – Ulan-Udensky aviatsionny 
zavod (Ulan-Ude aviation plant)

leader 
of the russian 

helicopter 
industry



Ulan-Ude aviation plant is a
traditional rival of Kazan Helicopter Plant
on the foreign market. UUAZ* manufac-
tures Mi-8 helicopters and their upgraded
version Mi-171 which is one of the most
widely used helicopter models. In addi-
tion to helicopter products, UUAZ has
also manufactured such combat aircraft
as su-25UB and su-39.  

Ulan-Ude Aviation Plant is one of the
leading enterprises of Russia’s aircraft-
building industry and military-industrial
complex. the company was founded in
1939 for repair services of I-16 fighters
and sB bombers. During the World War II
it produced La-5 and La-7 fighter air-
planes. In 1956 the factory stepped into
the epoch of helicopter production. A
considerable part of the factory's history
is devoted to manufacture of the most
selling Mi-8 helicopter, started in 1970.
the factory has produced over 4000 of
Mi-8 helicopters altogether.

An important stage of the factory’s
history was mastering the production of
Mi-171 helicopter in the first half of the
90-s. Mi-171 helicopter is a deep modern-
ization of Mi-8 helicopter. When produc-
ing Mi-171 helicopters, Ulan-Ude Aviation
Plant started cooperating with western
companies, manufacturing avionics and
special equipment, which was introduced
on this helicopter.

now Mi-171 helicopter is one of the
most intensively operated medium/heavy
helicopters in the world.

In the latter half of the 90-s the fac-
tory started the production of Mi-171sh
military-transport helicopter, equipped
with missiles, rockets, and guns. the hel-
icopter has passed the series of tests, and
starting from 2002 its first deliveries
began. Within a short term Mi-171sh hel-
icopter was put into military service in a
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ter. the helicopter has successfully
passed the certification procedure at the
ctA Aviation Register of Brazil, the re-
quirements of which comply with FAR-29
aviation regulations.

As of 2009 its main products include
Mi-8Т, Mi-171, Ми-171sh helicopters,

and su-25UB and su-39 attack aircraft.
the company also produces household
items.

In 2008 the company was given the
annual "Russia's best exporter of the year"
award by Ministry of economic Develop-
ment and trade of Russian Federation.

number of countries in south-east Asia,
near east, north Africa, Western europe
(including the nAto countries), cIs.

In 2005 Ulan-Ude Aviation Plant
started production of Mi-171A cargo-pas-
senger helicopters. this helicopter was
developed on the basis of Mi-171 helicop-



Founded in 1957, XXI century electro-Items Design office Joint stock company
(XXI century eDo Jsc) has been successfully working in the sphere of designing, manufacturing and testing
of compound high-technology switching, safety and lighting devices for aircraft industry. since foundation,
the company has developed 600 products for civil and military aircrafts.    

today XXI century eDo Jsc is a successfully developing manufacturing enterprise of Udmurt Republic,
Russia; it is licensed to perform the development, production, repair and tests of aircraft devices. Helicopter
engineering demands the company’s attention too.  for helicopters the company developed small-size
switches and control handles, fuses, circuit-breakers, information boards and luminaries, navigation
lights and flashing beacons, taxi and search lights as well as airborne outboard lighting devices, adap-
ted to night vision devices.

All the devices undergo factory complex reliability tests. the products manufactured by XXI century eDo
Jsc come up to domestic and international standards; the company has completely re-equipped the machine
park, uses modern program-controlled facilities and introduces advanced technologies. 

XXI century electro-Items Design office Joint stock company pursues a policy of partnership and mutu-
ally beneficial cooperation; the company is willing to participate in joint programs, using its long experience
and rich knowledge in the sphere of designing, manufacturing, testing, operation and maintenance of switc-
hing, safety and lighting devices for helicopter and aircraft engineering.     

XXi century electro-items Design office jsc (XXi century eDo jsc)
Director General - Victor A. ULANOV

2, Lermontov St., Sarapul,
Udmurt Republic, 427961, Russia

Telephone: +7 (34147) 4-72-44, 4-22-31
Telephone/fax: +7 (34147) 9-72-82, 4-46-89

E-mail: office@kbe21v.ru

http://www.kbe21v.ru
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told by sergey ananov:
- It started about 7 years ago. the de-

sire and opportunity to rise above the
little things of life turned me into a pas-
sionate traveler. I began going on expedi-
tions mainly by an offroader always with
a purpose of exploration. It’s more intere-
sting this way. However, the main thing
for me has always been the space cros-
sing process itself.

29 july. on the starting date I quickly
shove my things in their usual places on
board the helicopter at the Bunkovo site.
then I hear someone shouting that I can
take my time: they have introduced a clo-
sed mode for 2 hours.

there is nothing I can do about it. I
check everything all over again: tent, sle-
eping bag, satellite communication, packed
lunch, water, motor oil, octane-selector, fun-
nel, filter, ignition plugs, tools, octanometer,
flight charts, two GPs-plotters, test GPs-log-
ger, video-camera.

At last at 13:30 I am allowed to start. I
null the logger and the computer. It’s time
to take off. the countdown starts. the route
lies up to the Moscow Ring Road, then
through chelobityevo into the chkalovsky
area. Here I experience the first agitation,
but it’s a standard situation: “Mostik” let me
pass through noginsk, Larionovo towards
BARoK. In three hours I will land for top-
ping up in Podnovye (nizhny novgorod).

helicopter industry magazine/ mart, 2010

HELICOPTER TRAVELPRACTICE

alone to the ends of the          
earth robinson r22 

flight record on 4 august 2008 russian air
sports federation (rasf) re-
gistered a new national re-
cord. a single flight from
moscow to yakutsk perfor-
med by amateur pilot sergey
ananov who piloted a light
two-seater robinson r22 was
successfully completed in the
airport of settlement magan,
republic of sakha (yakutia).
sergey ananov’s flight be-
came a record flight for this
type of helicopters.
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the rain presses me to hurry up to get the
fuel. I am also very short of time: it’s only
3.5 hours before the sunset. I hardly ma-
nage to make it to Kazan because of the
two-hour flight delay in the morning. the
Volga stays behind. I am skirting chebok-
sary from the south. 

there are very beautiful flood flows,
flood basins of bizarre forms and water re-
servoirs in tatarstan. At the sunset I am ne-
aring Kazan. Before I reach the Kurkachi
airdrome I have to make an inconvenient
detour around the city from the south. I cal-
culated the point at 20:32. I can make it
until the end of the flying day (20:45). When
I reach the place I cannot see any airdrome!

It turned out that the coordinates on
the map were wrong. I request bearing on
the radio. everything is near but sideways.
the landing is at 20:43 (!). the computer
shows the mileage: 941 kilometers. And
immediately I have to meet the local per-
sonnel.

30 july. the target of the second day
is to reach Yekaterinburg having passed
the Urals. that is 740 kilometers more. It
would have been more logical to fly via
chelyabinsk. It would have been shorter.
But the mountains are higher there as
well. the average difference is about 500
meters. they may prohibit me to go there
because of the weather conditions. the-
refore I head more to the north and go
through neftekamsk. on the outskirts of
Pervouralsk, 30 kilometers to the west of
Yekaterinburg, I find the Aerocity landing
site. I get a hearty welcome. I am escorted
to a hotel in town, which is a definite
three star hotel by european standards. 

31 july. on the third day I am suppo-
sed to be in omsk. I go to the south thro-
ugh the Kurgan area and get topped up
at a navitop near a lake. Generally spea-
king, the whole way to omsk consists of
lakes, round and apparently shallow. they
are just craters filled up with water. there
are almost no forests.

the on-board ultra-short wave radio
station catches the signal at 100 km, even
at the flight level. there is no connection
at the responsibility zones of the local dis-
patcher point. “Upper” boards always
come to help. the airplanes at the level of
10,000 meters can hear everybody.

near nazyvevsk the local air line runs
50 kilometers away from the Kazakhstan
boarder. the Maryanovka airdrome is
straight ahead. I can see an unpaved run-
way, a few An-2 and people beside them
looking after the old machinery. that day
I “scored” another 903 kilometers.

there is no aviation gasoline in Ma-
rianovka.

For the first time during the flight I
have to use the fuel that I will be able to
get at a normal fuel station instead of
100LL. Fortunately, it turns out that there
has been opened a new fuel station that
has A98 gasoline. I take a car and get my
fuel by the evening using oilcans.

1 august. In the morning I, as usual, go
through stamps in the documents, re-
quests, conditions and then Lycoming ta-

stes the petrol from omsk. Getting
prepared for the flight I have certainly fo-
reseen topping up with contingency fuel.
to my order there has been developed and
manufactured a device for engine detona-
tion control. At the first detonation signs
the lamp and the voice in the headphones
won’t let me to be carried out by the flight.

there are no problems with the A98
petrol from omsk. I go to Koshkul via ta-
tarsk along the railway which goes the
same way. I get fuel two hundred meters
from the railroad body. the train greets
me with a honk. I can imagine how asto-
nished the passengers are. After Bara-
binsk I cross the novosibirsk water
reservoir. I approach to land in Yevsino
from the south.

this is the Rosto airdrome. things
arehumming – flights, parachute jumpers,
glider pilots– it feels great! I have lunch in
the cafeteria and aquick filling. they have
brought 100LL specially forme. Dmitry Ra-
kitsky from Moscow sent me a textmes-
sage warning me not to miss the solar
eclipse.today is the total solar eclipse and
its center isright in novosibirsk. Well, there
are still two hoursbefore the eclipse and I
still have a plan to go toKrasnoyarsk.

I witness the eclipse during the flight!

It’s hardto believe. It’s a pity that the sun
is behind myback – it’s not convenient to
watch it and the skyis covered with clo-
uds. It has become very dark.everything
around has turned dark-red, both theclo-
uds and the mountains. It’s like being on
Mars.Very impressive!

I fly in the dusk for about 20 minutes
throughthe Kemerovo zone, Mariinsk and
Achinsk. Icrossed the Yenissei and repor-
ted on my landing inKouznetsovo. I made
another 1,303 km that day.“terra incog-
nita” was expecting me afterKrasnoyarsk.

there exists some invisible border: itis all
known before Kransnoyarsk and many
peoplehave flown there, but after it there
is a completelywild territory and nobody
knows anything. theAviakominfo maps
stopped being supplied innovosibirsk.
Area-by-area local air lines schemeswere
very handy. Although they don’t have
atopographic pad and coordinated, they
reflectall positions and preserve the scale.
Having suchschemes it’s easier to find po-
ints on electronicmaps and lay the route.

2 august. the objective of the next
day is thetown of Kirensk with the only
airdrome. Havingtaken on board 220 liters
of some “Finnish” A98gasoline (40 Rubles
per liter) I skirted the YenisseiRange (688
m) and reached Bratsk via Kansk. Anexten-
sive thunderstorm with black clouds anda
characteristic rainfall center hung above
it. Ishould have passed the airdrome on
the route butrequested alignment due to
weather conditionsand got the permis-
sion. I cut down about 20kilometers over
the Bratsk sea.

the topping up is planned at the Zhe-
leznogorskairdrome. I was warned that
the facility was notfunctioning. When ap-
proaching it my heart sank.the wide conc-
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rete helicopter deck was coveredwith
grass. Air sheds, tanks, and engineeringfa-
cilities – everything was in their places,
even atwo-level passenger terminal. But
everything wasempty, not a single person,
not a single equipmentunit. I recalled Will
smith in I Am Legend, when hefound him-
self in the desolated new York after аca-
taclysm. Having topped up the tank using
my fuelsupplies, sneaking towards me,
being very tense...My guileless smile and
two arms that I stretched outto greet him
dissipated the tension. I was his firstguest
for many days.

the end of the way lies through Ust-
Kout and Vekhne-Markovo with a high
point of 726 meters. the daily run is 1,027
kilometers.

the Kirensk airdrome seems quite big
andcrowded in spite of the weekend. I

was warnedimmediately that I won’t get
any gasoline at theairdrome. I had to take
the cans and by a passingcar going thro-
ugh security service to bring A92motor
fuel from the only fuel station operating
intown.

3 august. In the morning I paid 5,322
Rublesfor “handling the flight” with my
side number.I am taking off, the destina-
tion point if thetown of olyokminsk. on the
way I notice a blackspot in the open forest.
After looking more closely Irecognize a
bear! I can’t resist the temptation to let-
down and chase the bear for a few circles.
Havingpassed half the way I get refueled
from the cansright on the bank of the Lena.
I feel very positive butonly for a while. I was
informed that the weatherconditions in
olyokminsk were below my minimum(the

lower edge is 150 meters). one can’t argue
withthat. I decide to fly to the alternate air-
field in Lensk,that very Lensk, which expe-
rienced unprecedentedfloods in 2001.

nobody expected me or anybody else
toappear at the airdrome on sunday – it
was a day off.As my unexpected appea-
rance at the airdrome wasnot my whim,
they sent for the flight supervisor who-
met me personally. touched by such an
attitude Iwas more willing to pay the sum
of 5,882 Rubles forthe “flight handling”.
Plus I managed to get the rightgasoline
Б91/115.

4 august. Having not reached olyok-
minsk Irealized that I had to catch up if
want to finish theday in Yakutsk. I had an
early start and by 17:00 Ilanded in “Magan”
(Yakutsk), overcoming the last860 kilome-
ters. the meeting was well-deserved: 30re-
porters, 3 tV cameras, and officials waiting
for meon the apron. the press-conference
was organizedright at the board…

that was the end of my marathon – six
and ahalf days, 39 flight hours, 7,000 kilo-
meters. this isthe record flight registered
by the Russian Air sportsFederation. of co-
urse, it you don’t make stops anywhere and
fly 10 hours aday you can make it in 4 days.
It is realistic from thetechnical and physical
point of view. But it will benext time.
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Русские «крокодилы»
в африке За десятилетия участия в

боевых действиях в небе
Черного континента
советский боевой вертолет
Ми-24 (по натовской
классификации hind)
превратился почти в такую
же легенду, как знаменитый
автомат Калашникова.
Вертолет сыграл заметную
роль как в истории так
называемых национально-
освободительных
движений 1970–80 годов,
так и в масштабных
гражданских войнах в
постсоветскую эпоху. 
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В XXI веке спрос на милевского
«хищника» у воюющих режимов и дви-
жений по-прежнему очень высок.
Даже если заказчик не может себе поз-
волить приобрести новейший экспорт-
ный российский Ми-35М,
многочисленные торговцы подержан-
ным оружием из стран бывшего СССР
и Восточной Европы предложат при-
обрести по сходной цене вполне бое-
способный секонд-хенд. 

Вместе с тем и сегодня на много-
численных аэродромах – от южноаф-
риканских саванн до ливийской
пустыни – по-прежнему базируются
сотни потрепанных в боях, но живых
винтокрылых ветеранов, проданных
Москвой дружественным правитель-
ствам еще в разгар холодной войны. 

Сделано в СССР
Эксперты потенциального против-

ника не раз отмечали удивительную
приспособленность милевской ма-
шины к работе в экстремальных клима-
тических условиях. После затяжных

муссонных дождей на Мозамбике и в
Экваториальной Африке стоящие вне
специальных ангаров вертолеты легко
запускались и отправлялись на зада-
ния. При этом сложная авиационная
техника часто обслуживалась и экс-
плуатировалась местными специали-
стами не самого высокого
профессионального класса в условиях
примитивной аэродромной инфра-
структуры. 

Среди африканских летчиков ходит
немало легенд о неуязвимости и вы-
дающейся огневой мощи русского «ле-
тающего танка». Приходилось слышать
историю про пятидесятилетнего
юаровского пилота-наемника, кото-
рый в 90-е воевал на стороне одного
местного диктатора и смог на своем
Ми-24 чуть ли не в одиночку остано-
вить наступление многотысячных по-
встанческих отрядов на столицу
своего работодателя, причем парти-
заны были вооружены отнюдь не копь-
ями и отравленными стрелами,
поэтому к концу маленькой победо-

носной войны Hind отважного бура
имел весьма потрепанный вид и тем не
менее продолжал летать и наводить
ужас на врагов. В эту историю вполне
можно поверить, ведь на Ми-24М, как
и на легендарном самолете Ил-2, при-
менена знаменитая ильюшинская
схема увязки бронирования кабины и
основных жизненно важных систем
штурмовика с силовой конструкцией
фюзеляжа. Благодаря этому планер не
утяжелен сверх меры накладными бро-
неплитами и вертолет сохраняет ис-
ключительную маневренность. 

Все эти качества давно создали во-
круг этой машины героический ореол
в глазах африканских военных. Уже не-
сколько десятилетий здесь практиче-
ски ни одно серьезное
боестолкновение не обходится без
грозных русских винтокрылых БМП. 

В 1980-х в гражданской войне в Ан-
голе на стороне просоветского режима
воевало несколько эскадрилий Ми-
24/25, которые пилотировали местные,
а также кубинские и советские экипажи. 
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Со времен СССР мощным собствен-
ным флотом Ми-24 и Ми-25 (экспорт-
ная модификация Ми-24Д,
предназначенная для стран, не входя-
щих в Варшавский договор) обладает
Эфиопия. Первая партия из 6 Ми-24А
была поставлена режиму  Менгисту
Хайле Мариама в конце 1977 года (чуть
позже сюда прибыла эскадрилья из
еще 10 «вертушек» вместе с советским
персоналом). Эти машины приняли ак-
тивное участие в боевых действиях
между Эфиопией и Сомали за спорный
регион Огаден. Примечательно, что в
той войне вертолеты советского про-
изводства сражались с обеих сторон,
так как в 1974-м СССР и Сомали за-
ключили договор о дружбе и всесто-
роннем сотрудничестве (со временем
отношения с сомалийцами испорти-
лись, и Москва сделала ставку на их
противников). 

В более позднем конфликте между
Эфиопией и Эритреей 1998 года «два-
дцатьчетверки» массово использова-
лись обеими сторонами. По
некоторым данным, поставщики по-
держанного оружия здесь заработали
до полумиллиарда долларов. В Аф-
рике вообще обычное дело, когда
противники воюют одинаковым ору-
жием, как правило советского об-
разца.

Эфиопы и сегодня ориентированы
на покупку нашего оружия. Например,
5 боевых вертолетов Ми-35П ВВС этого

африканского государства приняли
участие в миротворческой миссии в
суданском Южном Дарфуре. 

Несколько десятков «крокодилов»
ВВС Конго, Руанды, Намибии и Зим-
бабве участвовали в поистине обще-
африканской Второй конголезской
войне 1998–2002 годов. 

А во время гражданской войны в
Кот-д'Ивуаре (2002–2004 годы) дей-
ствия правительственных войск под-
держивали 5 Ми-24, пилотируемых
наемниками. Впоследствии эскад-
рилья «солдат удачи» была уничто-
жена французами в ответ на
нападение на их военную базу, в ре-
зультате которого погибло девять ев-
ропейских солдат. 

Ливия, поставки в которую нача-
лись в 1980 году, активно использо-
вала вертолеты данного типа в войне
с Чадом, где несколько машин было
сбито, а еще два борта захвачено про-
тивником в качестве ценных трофеев
и переправлено для изучения во
Францию и США. 

И на сегодня список африканских
государств, имеющих собственный
флот Ми-24/ 25/35, весьма значителен.
Например, Либерия, по некоторым
данным, вдобавок к уже имеющемуся
у нее небольшому парку таких машин
приобрела в 2000 году через подстав-
ные компании у Кыргызстана два отре-
монтированных в Словакии
стареньких Ми-24.

Наши «крокодилы» давно прижи-
лись в Конго, Гвинее, Зимбабве (в 2001
году японская фирма модернизиро-
вала ее парк Ми-35 по части авио-
ники), Йемене (большая часть машин
советских поставок потеряна в воен-
ных переворотах и гражданской
войне, однако с начала 90-х годов
местные ВВС периодически попол-
няются подержанными вертолетами
из стран СНГ).  

Засада на «крокодильей»
тропе

Впрочем, нельзя забывать и о том,
что места былых боев основательно
усеяны обломками наших «вертушек».
Один такой эпизод до сих пор служит
предметом гордости пилотов ВВС ЮАР.

Осенью 1985 года один из поле-
вых командиров повстанческого дви-
жения УНИТА, чей отряд действовал
в районе базы правительственных
ВВС Анголы Квито-Кванавале, пере-
дал своим южноафриканским со-
юзникам и покровителям ценную
информацию. По сведениям парти-
зан, с этого аэродрома к передовым
позициям правительственных войск
регулярно летает караван снабже-
ния, состоящий из одного-двух транс-
портных Ми-8, следующих в
сопровождении конвоя из несколь-
ких Ми-25, причем из-за того, что ан-
гольские летчики имели слабую
штурманскую подготовку, они посто-
янно летали по одному и тому же
маршруту, используя в качестве ори-
ентиров над однообразной мест-
ностью речные русла и дороги, к
тому же экипажи совершенно игно-
рировали правила безопасности при
ведении радиопереговоров между
собой.

В такой ситуации идея организо-
вать засаду на беспечных «летунов» на-
прашивалась сама собой. Конечно,
проще всего это было сделать с ис-
пользованием ПЗРК, но в этом случае
можно было рассчитывать лишь на ча-
стичный эффект. Вот тогда-то в штабе
ВВС ЮАР и родилась смелая идея по-
слать на перехват вражеских вертоле-
тов легкие штурмовики «Импала».
После принятия решения было органи-
зовано несколько учебных боев. В ка-
честве тренировочных мишеней для
реактивных самолетов выступали вер-
толеты «Пума». Самой большой про-
блемой для южноафриканских
пилотов была необходимость прибли-
зиться на расстояние выстрела к тихо-
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ходной цели, не проскочив ее и не под-
ставившись под удар со стороны «кро-
кодила», который обладал достаточно
мощным арсеналом для контратаки. В
итоге оптимальной была признана так-
тика подхода к геликоптерам со сто-
роны задней полусферы на
минимальной скорости, близкой к кри-
тическому режиму сваливания.  

Первая атака произошла вечером
27 сентября. Реактивные перехватчики,
как на учениях, расстреляли застигну-
тые врасплох вертолеты. Днем позже
бойня повторилась вновь. Лишь после
потери 6 вертолетов ангольское коман-
дование наконец приняло адекватные
меры…

Подобное избиение все-таки оказа-
лось исключительным случаем в ус-
пешной африканской карьере Ми-24.
Гораздо больше известно эпизодов,
когда выдающаяся выносливость и жи-
вучесть винтокрылого штурмовика
изумляли врага.

Миротворческие миссии
В постсоветскую эпоху карди-

нально изменился характер россий-
ского военного присутствия в Африке.
С 1990-х годов российские вертолет-
чики работают здесь от частных компа-
ний, в том числе по официальным
контрактам ООН, а также выполняют
миротворческие задачи. Так, с августа
2000 по 2005 год российский воинский
контингент в составе 100 пилотов,
штурманов, специалистов инженерно-
технического состава и 4 Ми-24 под-
держивал мир в Сьерра-Леоне, затем в
Республике Чад.

В настоящее же время небольшой

вертолетный отряд российской ар-
мейской авиации решает миротвор-
ческие задачи в Судане. Пять Ми-24
присоединились здесь к уже имею-
щейся авиационной группировке сил
ООН, в которую, в частности, входит
и украинское подразделение. Кстати,
начиная с 1996 года украинские ми-
ротворцы на своих «крокодилах»
принимают активное участие практи-
чески во всех миротворческих мис-
сиях ООН на Черном континенте: в
Анголе, Сьерра-Леоне, Кении, Эфио-
пии, Либерии, Мозамбике и т.д. Более
того, Украина благодаря наличию на
ее территории сети действующих
предприятий, специализирующихся
на ремонте милевской техники, зани-
мается коммерческим обслужива-
нием вертолетов, работающих по
контрактам ООН, причем речь идет

не только о собственно украинских
машинах, но и о «двадцатьчетвер-
тых», принадлежащих другим стра-
нам СНГ и бывшего Варшавского
договора, принимающим участие в
программах ООН.

Не рискуйте, асы, в Африке
летать!

Судя по всему, эта часть света еще
долго будет оставаться территорией
многочисленных межплеменных, не-
околониальных и просто криминаль-
ных войн. Хотя смутные 1990-е годы и
позади, когда боевые вертолетчики го-
товы были браться за опасную работу
за скромную по сегодняшним меркам
плату, боевых летчиков из стран СНГ в
африканских заварушках меньше не
стало. Даже в самых беднейших регио-

нах заказчики готовы неплохо оплачи-
вать труд квалифицированных
пилотов. «Русские» летчики по понят-
ным причинам здесь в особой цене, по-
этому отставники продолжают летать
за тридевять земель на заработки, тем
более что завербоваться на такую ра-
боту благодаря Интернету и разветв-
ленной сети
вербовщиков-соотечественников го-
раздо проще, чем действующему ар-
мейскому пилоту пробить себе
«валютную» ооновскую командировку. 

Но высокие по российским мер-
кам гонорары связаны с огромным
риском. Африканский авиационный
рынок труда всегда имел у профес-
сионалов репутацию дикого. Амери-
канские и западноевропейские
экипажи не заманишь сюда никакими
пряниками. Только авиационные ле-
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гионеры из стран СНГ, не обращая
внимания на предупреждения своих
дипломатов, готовы работать, не-
смотря на желтую лихорадку и маля-
рию, летать на допотопной технике,
наземное обслуживание которой
обычно далеко от цивилизованных
стандартов, ежедневно рисковать
быть сбитым. 

Особенно рискуют те, кто подписы-
вает контракт с небольшими фирмами,
работающими вне правового поля, –
так называемыми crasyops, владею-
щими 2–5 машинами с выработанным
ресурсом. Пилоты нужны таким рабо-
тодателям лишь до тех пор, пока они
способны приносить дельцам прибыль
в кабине воздушного танка. Обычно в
типовых контрактах, которые предла-
гаются потенциальным наемникам, не
прописаны компенсации, например, в
случае их гибели или получения тяже-
лого увечья при выполнении профес-
сиональных обязанностей. Судьба
сбитых, пропавших без вести или пока-

лечившихся летчиков в этом бизнесе
мало кого волнует. 

Другое дело – частные военные
компании. В последние годы заинтере-
сованные в доступе к экономическому
потенциалу африканских стран (прежде
всего сырьевому) бизнес-структуры
предпочитают доверять обеспечение
безопасности своих проектов неболь-
шим, мобильным и прекрасно экипиро-
ванным частным армиям. 

Когда после развала Советского
Союза ангольское правительство
осталось без мощной военной под-
держки со стороны Москвы, оно было
вынуждено обратиться за помощью к
своим бывшим противникам – юаров-
ским наемникам. Был организован
конкурс среди частных спецслужб, а
получившая подряд  небольшая юж-
ноафриканская фирма executive
outcomes при поддержке правитель-
ственных ВВС Анголы, в том числе не-
скольких Ми-24, быстро вытеснила
отряды УНИТА из порта Сойо, где рас-

положен крупный нефтеперерабаты-
вающий комплекс, и взяла под конт-
роль алмазные месторождения, до
этого контролируемые повстанцами. 

Южноафриканские военные, кото-
рым в 1980-е приходилось воевать в
Анголе с русскими вертолетами, с
большим уважением относятся к Ми-
24. И, хотя наша страна никогда не по-
ставляла боевые вертолеты в ЮАР, они
здесь есть, добытые в качестве тро-
феев или выкупленные у африканских
режимов. Примерно 50 машин поддер-
живаются в хорошем состоянии и ре-
гулярно принимают участие в местных
авиашоу. Несколько местных фирм за-
нимаются модернизацией «двадцать-
четверок»: оснащают их новейшей
авионикой, системами для ночного пи-
лотирования, современными прице-
лами, адаптируют под новое
вооружение. В частности, несколько
лет назад на выставке African Aero-
space & Defence южноафриканская
компания Advanced technologies and
engineering представила свой модер-
низированный Ми-24 с новой, специ-
ально разработанной кабиной
экипажа улучшенного обзора. За счет
того, что ее стальное бронирование
заменено на кевлавровое, значи-
тельно снижена масса машины и, сле-
довательно, улучшены и без того
неплохие маневренные характери-
стики вертолета. 

По оценкам многих специалистов,
потенциал, заложенный в милевского
«хищника», столь значителен, что с
определенными доработками позво-
лит успешно эксплуатировать штур-
мовики этого семейства, в том числе в
Африке, еще не одно десятилетие.

Антон Кротков
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